
 Neponset River Greenway Council Meeting
Wednesday, October 2, 2019, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

    District E-18 Police Station, 1249 Hyde Park Ave. , Hyde Park, MA

AGENDA

1. Welcome, Introductions, and Guests
We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional territory of the Neponset Band of the Massachusett Tribe 

• APA designation as a Great Place (see back)
• Becoming Non-Profit: Review progress toward becoming a 501(c)3 with John Lyons

2. Events (Planning needed!)
• Tuesday, October 22, 5:00 pm: Pumpkin Float at PJPII Park (Maria Lyons)

• Saturday, October 26: Celebration of APA Great Place designation (Vivian Ortiz)

3. Along the Greenway with Stella Lensing, DCR Project Manager
• Maintenance issues: What's new?

Hyde Park:
• Segment 7 − Fairmount to Dana Ave.: Possibilities for path?
• Segment 9 – Connecting Trail to Paul’s Bridge Where are we? How about a walk on September 28?
• Wolcott Square – Redesign underway. Updates?
• Anything else?

Mattapan:
• Edgewater Drive –  plans for visual and physical river access
• Segment 2 – Central Ave to Mattapan Square:  Signage?
• Segment 6 − Crossing Blue Hill Ave.: Progress?
• Mattapan Station apartments – Progress report

Milton:
• Central Ave. crossing – Progress on improvements
• Milton Landing to Ventura Park – Will there be access to 2nd DCR bridge from Milton side?
• Tileston-Hollingsworth Mill Building Demolition –  Progress report

Dorchester:
• Segments 3 and 4 – Tenean Beach to Morrissey Blvd  Progress report
• Climate Ready Dorchester: Reports from the first public meeting
• PJPII Park: Schedule for new playground design
• Phillips Group development next to trail: What can we do? To build, they need to do something for the trail
• Neponset Wharf  –  Project status?
• Billboards and other developments
• Segment 8 – Morrisey Blvd. drawbridge to UMass: Is there any design progress?

Upcoming Neponset River Greenway Council Meetings – Held first Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm
November 6, 2019 Port Norfolk Yacht Club December 4, 2019   Foley Senior Residences, Mattapan
January 8, 2020 Milton Yacht Club, Milton February 5, 2020    Hyde Park Police Station, Hyde Park
Issues on the trail? (non-emergency) MassParks line: 617-626-1250, 0 for operator or email mass.parks@state.ma.us
Join neponsetgreenway@googlegroups.com to take part in discussions between Greenway Council meetings
Join the Neponset River Greenway Council group on Facebook to keep track of Greenway events
Follow us on Twitter at @nepgreenway Check out our website at http://www.neponsetgreenway.org

http://www.neponsetgreenway.org/


Neponset River Greenway: Boston, Massachusetts

https://www.planning.org/greatplaces/spaces/2019/neponsetriver/

The Mattapan neighborhood in Boston once was a bustling and thriving community, with railroads and 
streetcars that made the neighborhood easily accessible to downtown. But in the 1960s and 1970s, 
real estate developers used block-busting to drive down property values in pursuit of quick profits. 
Redlining exacerbated the problem, and soon the more affluent, mostly white residents fled the 
community for the suburbs.

This period of white flight led to the loss of the businesses and civic investment that help a 
neighborhood thrive. The neighborhood is now predominantly African American and Caribbean 
American, and its commercial districts have been in decline for decades.

The Neponset River Greenway was first envisioned in a 1998 plan and developed further with a second 
phase in 2006. By 2016, the final portion of the greenway to be completed was a 1.3-mile stretch 
connecting the struggling Mattapan neighborhood and the Town of Milton across the river, linked by 
the Harvest River Bridge. The segment would improve mobility options, connect Mattapan residents 
with the river, and include features like a Canopy Walk, multiple footbridges, and a dramatic 
boardwalk. This portion of the greenway would complete a continuous 4.5-mile riverfront path from 
the mouth of the river at Dorchester Bay to the Blue Hills.

However, communities on both sides of the river expressed concerns about this portion of the project 
during the public input process carried out by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation. Some residents in the affluent Town of Milton opposed increased access to their 
community from what they perceived as a less safe neighborhood on the other side. Mattapan 
residents feared their community would bear the brunt of the construction and demolition activities.

Greenway organizers conducted extensive outreach to the communities, including small neighborhood 
meetings and larger public forums. Community organizations like Boston Natural Areas Network, Bike 
Milton, and Mattapan Food and Fitness Coalition helped drum up support for the project. This 
long-term communication and solicitation of community input eased residents' concerns and steadily 
increased support for the project, which opened to the public in 2017.

Today, the extension of the Neponset Greenway between Mattapan and Central Avenue is a popular 
space used by both communities for walking, biking, and other activities. The Neponset River 
Greenway now plays an integral role in the transformation of an industrial river corridor, previously 
hidden from view, into a publicly accessible network of trails and open spaces that links the 
southernmost neighborhoods of Boston to Boston Harbor.

"On the second day this Greenway section was open, a gentleman crossed the canopy 
bridge on his motorized wheelchair. It's not just a bike path; it truly is a people path. This 
trail makes the river accessible for families in Mattapan and other adjacent communities, 
many that had no idea there was a river behind those trees. Those of us from the many 
communities along the river who spent years helping to create the Neponset River 
Greenway have become friends with people that we never would have known before."

— Maria Lyons, Jessica Mink, Vivian Ortiz and Lee Toma, Members of the Neponset River 
Greenway Council

https://www.mattapanfoodandfit.org/
http://www.bikemilton.org/
http://www.bikemilton.org/
https://www.bostonnatural.org/
http://www.neponsetgreenway.org/
https://www.planning.org/greatplaces/spaces/2019/neponsetriver/

